Two hereinafter) to guide the conservation planning formulation in cities and provinces respectively. This paper will focus on China's Grand Canal heritage conservation planning and analyze the main technological points during the planning process.
CONSERVATION PLANNING SYSTEM AND BASIC STRUCTURE

Planning System
China's Grand Canal runs through eight administrative provinces and municipalities and over thirty five prefeprocture cities. Conservation planning system consists of planning on three levels: The first level is the municipal Grand Canal heritage conservation planning, the second level is the provincial Grand Canal heritage conservation planning and the third level is the national general planning for China's Grand Canal heritage conservation and management. 
Value Assessment of China's Grand Canal heritage
Combination of integral assessment and classified assessment and combination of qualitative assessment and quantitative assessment are two important methods. In the Stage three of planning, the planning team pays more attention to system value based on the features of engineering technologies in China's Grand Canal heritage, thus they adopted the method combing all-line assessment with section assessment. 
Combination of Integral Assessment and Classified
Combination of Qualitative Assessment and
Quantitative Assessment: Some cities (for instance: Beijing, Changzhou and Zhenjiang in Jiangsu province) employed the technology of GIS to do qualitative assessment and quantitative assessment in their conservation planning. Quantitative assessment needs an assessment indicator system to grade individual heritage to determine its value. Quantitative assessment gives a more specific grade of the value of heritages and makes a contrast between them in order to decide the key conservation requirements. However, some factors in this assessment, like historic value, engineering technology, planning technology and affection, authenticity and integrity of the project, can only be estimated combining with documentaries and interviews. Qualitative assessment can make up for the shortcoming of quantitative assessment.
PROTECTION ZONING OF CHINA'S GRAND CANAL HERITAGE
Protection Zoning in the Third Level Conservation Planning
Protection zoning is the key content in conservation and management of China's Grand Canal heritage. China's Grand Canal heritage conservation planning can be divided into three stages. It needs to be specific in the conservation planning about the relationship of the protection zoning in these three stage conservation planning and the standard to follow when there are differences.
Considering the reality situation that the municipal level planning was finished before Provincial and national level planning, the General Planning of the Grand Canal Heritage Conservation and Management stipulate that setting the principle of the Grand Canal heritage protection area and development controlling area should base on adjusting and integrating the protection zone which set by the Stage one planning. However, specific boundary of protection zone and development area in provincial level planning could consider the specific condition of difference province, and it still is guidance and principle-based boundary (CACG, 2011) . At last, all cities should carry out assessment of protection zoning and protection demands of the Grand Canal heritage under the guideline of provincial planning. If there are no severe conflicts, it should be carried out in accordance with municipal level planning. Therefore, the main purpose of the protection zoning in provincial level planning and national level planning is uniform standard, and the feasible protection zoning lies in municipal planning.
Protection Zoning in Municipal Conservation Planning
There are two outstanding characteristics of Protection zoning in municipal conservation planning:
The first one is emphasis on the principle of legality. 
REFLECTION ON THE PLANNING
The first draft of The General Planning for China's Grand Canal Heritage Conservation and Management submitted to relevant department of the State Council for opinions in December, 2010. After two years of modification, it was finally declared and implemented in December, 2012. Improvement opinions from relevant departments represent different values and interest demands. Although the planning team discussed the problem that core technologies should approach international standard and be in accordance with our national conditions at the same time during the process of planning, the operability of the protection zoning still faces a lot of queries due to the implicit cohesive mechanism between relevant departments. Conservation planning of linear, large-scale and cross-system cultural heritages like China's Grand Canal is still in exploring, and making adjustment in compiling techniques and methods will still be the theme in a long run.
